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Dear Brethren, 


HILE We rejoyce in the goodneſs of 
God, in breaking the Yoke ——_— 
ſion, and raiſing this Church out of the 
Duſt, That, not only his faithful Mini 
ſters and People, have liberty toaſlemble 
together for Worſhip, but alſo the right 
and true Government of the Church is 
reſtored ; Your withdrawing, and lepa- 
rating from the Church in Iler Allemb T5 

for Worſhip, doth cauſe us mix our Mirth with Mourniag, 

and though long patience, and uſe of more private means, hat 

not yet prevailed with you, your Mother is not willing to make 
uſe of the Rod, but of the Spiritof Meekneſs, and hath given 
us in charge, in her Name, to invite you to Peace and Unity: 

And to aniwer and remove your fcruples ; and ſhould nor this 

be an acceptable Meſlage, the very Names of Love and Unity, 

Peace and Concord are Lovely, and the names of Ds/cord, 

and Diviſion, and Schi/m hateful, ſo that all Men generally 

commend the one, and condemn the other, ſurely, all who 
have any reſpeQt, for the Holy Scriptures, and Word of GOD, 
will doit: How much is Love and Unity commended, and 
how oftare they commanded in Scripture, and how frequently 
and (erioully is Diviſion, Diſcord, and Schiſm, forbiden in Scrip- 
ture:Read and conlider theſe Scriptures 1 Cor, 1. 10. Eph, 4. 1. to 
A 2 7 Paulp, 
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7. Philip. 2. begin and 3. 16. 1 Pet. 3.8. TheChurch andPeople of 
Ged have ſpecial obligations,and peculiar Mortives to Unity, Eph. 
4. 3. to 6. the more it is to be lamented, that there ſhould be i= 
viſions about things ſacred, and relating to the Worſhip of 
God, among, them, who profeſs the ſame Religion, and are 
more one than they do well conſider; and all who love the 
Truth and Peace ought to lament over it, and to endeavour 
Peace and Us:y in the Lord, and to call others to it, and to 
ſeek and tollow after it, fo far as is poſſible, Kom. 12. 18, But 
it hath alwayes been found difficult, in times of diviſion, to 
manage ſuch Complaints, or Exhortations, and Advices, a right: 
for too oft in ftead of quenching, they. ipread the Flame, and 
ſomething in the management occaſionerh new Exaſperati- 
tion, things are received with ſuch prejudice and jealouſy, 
and every one apt to juſtify themſelves, that it oft diſcourag- 
eth rhe Eſſay, but the Children of God mult be the Children 
of Peace, and do what is poſſible for it. It were of great 
advantage, thar there were 1n all of our Hearts a deeper {enſe 
of the obligetion there is on uc, to Love Peace and Unity in 
the Lord, and of the fin and hurt that 1s by Diviſion, which 
is the greater, that commonly it is juſtihed and fathered upon 
God, and we wiſh with good Mr. Barroughs in his Irexicum, 
Q- that we could join in one thing, to fit down together, and 
Mourn| over one another, till we have diſlolved our 
Hearts into T cars, it we can thus get them to run into one 
another, 

Perhaps, If wedid duely conſider, wherein we agree and 
did in theſe, walk by the ſame rule, it might be found the 
differences are net fo great as to cauſe {uch diſtance and 
diviſion. 

We are all agreed that Peace and Love and Concord, are 
deſirable Bleſſings neceilar for the” being and well being of 
any Society, AMaith. 12. 25. And our LORD hath made it 
the Duty as -well as the Mercy of his People, Eph. 4. 3. 

We 
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We are alſo agreed, that We ſhould not only Endeavour» 
Unity in Faith and Love, but allo Union and Communion 3 
not only as Members of the ſame Catho/ick Church, and of rhe 
ſame National Church, but alſo 1n particular Churclies and 
Congregations and Aſſemblies, for Publick Worſhip: For Our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who hath Inſtitured theſe Aſſemblies, 
hath Inſtitured Worſhip and Ordinances, which czn only be 
uſed in a Company and Aſſembly of His People.- 1. Cor. 10. 
v. 16. 17. Chap, 11. 20, and Chap. 14. And the Honour of 
God requireth, that the People of God, meet together for Joint 
Worſhiping of Him. P/al. 68. 26. and profeſling their one 
Faith and Hope in Him, and Conteſling andAvouching Him 
before the Wo 1d: And it isa choiſe peice of the Communion of 
Saints,and a mean of their mutual Edification, Rgch. 8. 21. 22. 
23. Andit is a great Sinto forfake thele Allemblies for Worſhip. 
Heb, 10. 25. We donot plead, that Chriſtians are bound to 
join With all whocall themlclves Chriſtians, or Churches of 
Chriſt, nay if they be Heretical Allemblies, and fuch as over- 
turn the Foundation, or be Idolaters in Worſhip, We ſhould 
have ne Fellowſhip with them. 2. Cor. 6. 14. Rev- 18. 4. 
Yea if any Church obliedge to, or neceſlicat to yeild to,or topro- 
feſs or PraQtiſe, what is Sin on the matter, We ought ro with- 
draw: When Errours or Corruptions in worſhip are impoſed 
as Conditions of Communion, We ought to withdraw from ſuch 
Communion; For Wemoltnever yeild to, orapproveof any Er- 
rour or Sin; But to withdraw conſtantly or cuſtomary from Com- 
munion With a true Church, avd Congregation of Gods People 
in His Publick Worſhip and Ordinances, when found in Do- 
Qrine, and purein Worſhip, who impole no Corruption, Errour 
or Sin, as condition of Communion, 15a great Sin, contrare to 
clear Scripture, a ſtumbling to the weak, a grief to the ſtrong, 
and prejudice to their own 50uls who do ſo,and'provocketh God 
to blaſt all privat Means. Pro 28. 9. And hardens the wicked 
and unbeleiving, and ſcarreth from the way of God. 

|; Doth 
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Doth it not then concern all of you, who withdraw fram'the 
Communion of the Church of Scotland, 1n the Congregations 
thereof, when Aſſembled for the Worſhip of God, *to conſider 
what ye are doing, while there is not owned by Her any He- 
reſy, nor is She guilty of any Idolatry in Worſhip, not is there 
any Sinful condition of Commanios required of you, Our Con- 
feffion of Faith and Catechiſmes, declare before the World Our 
Profeſſion and Principlts, and We hope you will acknowledge 
Our Confeſſion to be as ſound and fullas any Church in the 
World hath, andevery Miniſter when Ordained or Aſſumed 


intoOur Communion, and every Probationer when Licenſed to © 


Preach is oblidged to Subſcribe this Confeflion, as the Confefſ- 
ſion of his Faith. | ' 

We Bleſs God the Worſhip of God is performed, and all the 
Ordinances of Jeſus Chriſt diſpenſed with Goſpel Simplicity 
and Purity, conform tothe Mind and WUl of God, without 
Idolatry, Superſtition, or Mixture of Human inventions. 

We doBeleive and own that Jeſus Chriſt is the only Head 
and King of His Church, and that He hath Inftitured in His 
Church, Officers and Ordinances, Order and Government, and 
notleft itto the will of Man, Magiſtrat, or Church to alter it at 
their pleaſure, and We Beleive this Government, 1s neither 
Prelatical nor Congregational, but Preſbyterian, which now 
through the Mercy of God, is Eſtabliſhed amongft Us, and 
Belcive we have a better Foundation, for this Our Church Go- 
vernment, then the Inclination of the People, of Laws of Men 
though We think it a Mercy, and matter of Praiſe to God, 
when People incline to owne the Truth, and the Magilſtrat 
doth by Law Eſtabliſh it in his Dominions. 

We have Order and Diſcipline in conformiry tothe Word of 
God, In Admiſhon of perſons, to Offices, and priviledges in 
the Church, We own no other Rules, than the Inſtitutions 
of Jeſus Chriſt, and DireCtions of the Holy Apoſtles, and the 
conltanily received and approven Conſtitutions of this Church 
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conſonant thereto, though we may failin the 1 and 
Exerciſe of Diſcipline,as the beſt of Menin the beſt of times way 
fail, and there is need of much Prudence in the Exerciſe thereof, 
(elpecially wheaDiſeaſes or Sins have been Epidemick,whether 
by Defe&tion or Diviſion,) to doit in ſuch a way as may moſt 
advance theGood and Edification of the Church. 2, Cor. 10. 
v. 6. 8 and 1. Cor. 4. 21. Jude v. 22. 23. 

We own it is the Mercy of Our Land, that We are a Land 
in Covenant with God, and We Lament forthe Breaches there- 
of, in ſome by turning to Popery, in many by Prelacy, and 
many now by Diviſion, and generaly by Corruption of Manners, 
but We Bleſs God that though the Land hath dealt 'Treache- 
rouſly with Him, and We have bitterly provocked Him to 
anger, He hath not yer forſaken Us, but is yet in the midſt of 
Us, not only by His Ordinances, theſe outward Symboies of His 
Preſence, but by His Spirit and the Power of His Grace, to the 
felt Experience of many at this day, and (ure it is not ſafe to Se- 
parat,when Jeſus Chriſt doth not Separar, nor to =_ the Houſe 
when God and Chriſt abideth in it, and to refule Communion 
with that Church, with whom _ Jeſus Chrift keepeth Com- 
muUnon, 

May We not then ask at theſe who ſeparat from Us, why 
they do fo? Or at leaſt may We not Intreat and Obteſt you ro 
lay aſide prejudices and retire alone, and commune with your 
own Hearts, what is it you haveto Juſtify before God and the 
Churches of Chriſt, your Separation from Our Aſſemblies for 
Worſhip? We have conſidered them, but find no weight in 
them, they are either grounaleſs Accuſations, to give them no 
worſe name at the time, or not relevant grounds of Separation ; 
We are not what you would have Us to be, or do not what 
you weuld,or do what you would not; We confeſs that We are 
not Perfet, but We deſire and aime to be better; do not hin- 
der, but come and help Us, were there not as great Deſefts and 
Faults in ſome of the Churches of Chriſt, mentioned in Scrip- 


ture, 


"TE 
ture, as at Coristh, Galatiz, and ſome of the Churches of Aſa, 
mentioned Rev. 2, 3. And yet no command nor allowance 
for any to Separat trom them, and let us aſk while you Sepa- 
rat from us what Church is there on earth with which you 
would communicat and join in Worſhip? Weacknowledge 
there are among Us Sinsagainſt the Lord Our God, and that 
in many things We offendall, tor We know but in part, and are 
lyable ro many Temptations, and Failings, and would not re- 
tuſe toconfeſsthe Sins We are natones of; but can you ſay 
youare Pure, might there not be Recriminations againſt you? 
But theſe things do not makefor Peace nor edify, and therefore 
We forbear, but We deſire the Churches /Vinaication and your 
Satisfation, We {hall therefore conſider more particularly, 
what you complain of, but firſt would premife / cn things 
whichWe think you cannot in reaſon denie,and theſe ſhall be for 
molt part from the Pious and Peaceable Mr. Durhams T reatiſe of 
Sc anaal Printed at Edinburgh an. 1659. part 4th concerning Scan» 
dalous DiviſiansC. 1. and C. 7. ---- Such as firſt, We may and 
ought toſendeavour Un102and Communion, though there be many 
things defeRive ſuch as, (1) Though there bedifference ofJudg- 
ment in many things, ſce D«rhaw p. 317. I mean (ſaid he) 
in ſuch things asare conſiſtent with the Foundation and Edifi- 
cation, for Mens undcrſ{tandings are not perteC&t, nor of equal 
reach. (2) Thovughthere be diſlatisfaftion with many pers 
ſons, whether Officers or Members, and to refuſe Communion on 
this account ſaith D«rham,p. 318, were to expet the Barn floor 
ſhould be without Chati, ---- and to make the Command for 
Union obligatory ro no Church, but that "Triumphant. (3) 
Union may be conſiſtent, with many particular tailings and 
deteds in rhe Exerciſe of Government as, { ſee Darhan p. 
318) Sparing {ome Corrupt Officers and Members, yea Cen- 
luring {ome unjuſtly, or the Admiſſion of ſome who are unfit 
foi the Miniſtry,and luch like ---- Theſe faith he have been 
ſometimes pretended ro be caulcs of Schiſm and Diviſion in the 
Church, 
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Church, «--- But were ever condemned by all Councils 
and Fathers, and cannot be in reaſon ſuſtained, for (faith he) 
P. 319) then ( 1 ) There ſhould be no Union expetted here, 
except We {upoled that Men who have Corruption, could not 
fallin theſe Faults. (2) Iris not unlike ( faith he ) bur ſome 
of theſe were in thePrimitive Churches, Rev. 2. v. 14. 15. 
and 20, There was tolerating Jezabel and the Nicolaitans, 

We deſire it may be noticed which the tame pretious, Mr. 
Darhan ſets down p. oF Rul. 2. {ſuch Detefts as do not make 
Communion ina Church and in its Ordinances Sinful, will not 
warrand a Separation or Diviſion from the fame, ---- It is 
(faith he ) acknowledged by all that there is no Separation, 
from a true Church, inſuch Ordinances as Men may without 
Sin Communicat into, although others may be guilty therein, 
---- alſo Rul. 4. p. 321. He hath theſe words, while the Ge- 
neral Rules tending to Edification in the main, are acknow- 
ledged,Un1on is to be keept,even though there be much failing in 
the Application: Becaule {othere are fit weapons to make uſe 
of, and if there be a failing in the Application, it is the Perſons 
deed that by his vote ſo miſapplyeth, and doth not involve any 
other in thatguilt, ---- belides that by joint and united Ating, 
much of that miſapplication may through Gods Bleſſing be 
prevented, and p. 323. Rul. 6. When Men may Unite with- 
out perſonal guilt, or acceſſion tothe deteR or guilt of others, 
there may and ought to be Union, even though there be fail- 
ings and deteQts of (everal Kinds in the Church ; The reaſon 
before given ( laith he ) -will clear this, becauſe Men are to 
reckon, not for orher Mens miſcariages but their own, and no 
Church State is to be expetted as is free of defects. Beſides can it 
warrand a Man roabſtain from his Duty, becauſe others do not 
theirs, whereas there 1s no Sinful impediment lying in the way 
of his acce(s thereto, and p. 324. He reckons theſe and tuch 
like to be ſuch impediments { x ) If a Perſon be putto cons 
dema any thing he thinks lawful in his own tormer Practice, or 
the 
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the Pratice of others. -- -- ( 2) TIfhe be put to.approve the 
deed or Praftice of others, which he counted Sinful, or affirm 
that to be a truth which he accounteth Errour. or ( 3 ) When 
ſome engagement is required for the future, which doth reſtrain 
from any Duty called for, or which may be called for after- 
wards. See alſo what rhe Pious and Learned Mr. Ratherfoord 
ſaith in his Peaceable Plea, for Pauls Presbytrie inScotlandel pecially 
throughout Chap.g. 10. and 11. And more particularly in Chap. 
9. P- 98. What if many of them ( he 1s ſpeaking of them who- 
have the Pure Word of God Purely Preacht, and the Sacra- 
ments duely Adminiſtrat, with Diſcpline according t6 Gods 
Word) what it many of them lead a life contrary tothat which 
they profeſs, and yet the Governours uſe not the Rod of Piſci» 
pline to cenſure them: Then whether ſhould the Members 
Separat from that Church? They ought to Separat (lay the 
Separatiſts) They ought not toSeparat from the Church and 
Worſhip ſay We: They are to ſtay with their Mother ec, 

See alſo peaceable Plea Ch. 11. p. 157. The Separatiſts 
urgethe Inccituous mans S1n not cenſured, infected the Church, 
the infeted Church, infeterh the Worſhip, A»/. I deny, that 
the Sin of the Worſhiper, infeQeththe V Vorſhipto others that 
are not guilty ; It intecteth the V Vorſhip to themie]ves, but not 
to others, a V Vorſhip corrupt by accident, only through the 
fault ofthe V Vorſhiper, may and doth make the Lords Supper 
Damnation to the Eater, and theretore the Eatrer is forbiden ſo tro 
Eat: a V Vorſhip in the matter and Intrinſecal principle unjuſt 
and Sinful, is defiled both ro the Man himſelf, and all that take 
part with him: as the Teacher ot talte Doctrine, and allthat hear 
and beleive are defied ; But it the Sin of an unworthy Come 
municant, even known to be fo, be Damnation to himſelf and 
defile the V Vorihip to others, then Pau! would have ſaid, He 
that Eateth and Drinketh «nworthily, Eateth and Drinketh his own 
Damnation and the Damnation of the whole Church, and” Paul 
ſhould have forbiddea all others to Eat and Drink, with all 
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others who/Fat and Drink unworthily, ifhe allowed Separa- 
tion, but he faith He Eateth and Drinketh Damnation to himſelf, 
not to all others. 

From all this we beſeech you, Conſider and keep in mind, 
that though you muſt partake with no Church in their Sias, 
yet you ought to keep Communion with any true Church in 
their Holy Profeſſion and Worſhip, ſo far as you can do it with- 
out partaking with them in their Sins ; Now underſtand well 
and conſider that nothing can make you partakers of other 
(either Church or Perſons Sins) but your conſent direct or 
indiref, and therefore that which ſignifyeth ſome ſuch cen- 
ſent ſhould be (1) If you by word or Subſcription, or fur- 
therance own any Mans Sin or Fault, you directly conſentto 
it. (2) If you negle& any duty which lyeth upon you, for 
the cure of his Sin, you indire&ly conſent, for you conſent that 
he-ſhall rather continue in his Sin, than you will do your part 
to help him out of it, but if you conſent not, but do your du- 
ty incumbent on you in your ſtation, to recover others to 
amend” what is amiſs, your continuing in that Church, and 
joiningin Worſhip is your duty, and their fault is none of 
yours. 

We are confident, theſe few things well underſtood and 
duely conſidered and improven might ſatisfy and convince, 
that none of theſe things you complain of can be relevaut and 
ſufficient grounds of Separation : But we ſhall conſider them 
more particularly, and ſhall not omit any of them, which we 
find in your Paper, though tor brevity we may 'reduce them 
to fewer heads. | 

And (1) We find you complain of Miniſters Converſa- 
tion, that ſome are Ligke and Frothy, and Mr. John Hepbarn 
ſtanderh not to ſay, that ſome of them make a mock of feri- 
rous Perſons, and the Power of Godlinels, calling the tormer 
S'ghers and Groaners, and the Latter Quakeriſim. An/w. 
Theſe are m—_ accuſations, but general, oy do you not 
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condeicend on the particular perſons, we profels ingenioully, 
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we know none that do ſo, and rill the perſons be named, and 
the guilt proven, we muſt look on theſe as falle Accuſations, do 
'0u know the Men? or have you but a ſurmiſe of it, if you 
now them, and. the truth of what is alle:lged, have you 
done your duty according to Marth: 18. 17. have you admo- 
niſhed them, or ſet others fitter than you on it? have you de- 
lated the guilty to the reſpeQtive Judicators, will you do it yet? 
and we promiſe if it be proven, the perſon guilty ſhall be cen- 
ſured , according to his demerit : But though all this were 
true of ſome Miniſters, dorh this juſtity your Separation from 
all, how many worthy Miniſters are there in the Congregati. 
ons where you dwell Who are grave and editying, and 
Preach and prattite Godlinels in the power of it, and yet von 
withdraw from them ? Whether doth a Miniſters perſonal fault 
pollute the Ordinance to you,it you do not partake of lus guile? 
Do what is proper to you to teſtify againſt his faulrs, and 
to get him reformed or cenſured, but while there is place for 
this, do not fo-rfake the publick Worſhip: and bear with us, 


- totell you, your beſpattring this Church and the Miniſtry there» 


of with g=neral accuſations, and then torlaking her Communi- 
on in Worſhip, while it is pure, and you have not done your 
duty, when there is place and acceſs to it, hath more of $in in - 
it, than you are awar of, and more, than many of the things 
you complain of in others.. h 

2. We find you have many complaints of the Exerciſe of 
Diſcipline and Government, ſuch as that it is much negleed, 
or, but partially exerciſed, Inſufficient Miniſters admurted,and 
Scandalous Elders, Curates Reccived, and Prelates not Ex- 
communicated ; But Dear Brethren, Suppole all theſe were trac 
will you maintain that theſe are ſufficient reaſons of Separation 
from Communion in Worſhip in a true Church? by what Prin- 
Ciples do you walk, are you Presbyterians, or do you own the 
Pr nciples of Rrgid Separatiſts* Will you read what our wor- 
thy Diviges have written on that ſubjeA, they will tell you, 
thaz 
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that it is not only a ſinful Separation, and Schiſm, where it is 
without cavſe, but where it is carried beyond che ground, fo 
that though there were ground to [eparate from Communion in 
one Ordinance, as the Lords Supper, it were nct {uiiicienut 
ground to ſeparate from all; even fo though there were 
ground to ſeparate from Church Judicatories, yet that were no 
warrand to ſeparate trom Communion in Worſhip, yea, and 
they will ſhew to you, that though "there be negleda, or mal- 
Adminiſtration in Government, that is no warrand to ſcparate 
from Judicatories, while the Government is of Divine Inſtituti- 
on, and there are Right Rules, though ſome erre in the Appli- 
cation. We addas toſome ot theſe, we deny the truth of them, 
till they be duely and legally. made ont, We profels we know 
not of any Miniſters, that were ordained to Churches that 
were known to be Scandalous or Inſuſficient: and if 
any were afterward diſcovered to be fuch, they were 
Cenſured. And as the Apoſtle fayeth, 1 17.5. 24. Some 
Mens Sins are made manifeſt before hand &c. and we 
know roneentered intothe Miniſtry, but upon tryal of their 
ſufficiency, though Church Judicatories preſume not to judge 
of Mens converſion, And it 1s a boldnets in Mr. John Hepburn 
to aſſert that many are received into the Miniſtry, who are 
ſtrangers to a work of converſion, for though it is true, there 
are too many ſuch in the beſt Church, yer to judge particular 
perſons is unwarrantable boldnels, bur it, any Miniſter or EE 
der be inſufficient or Scandalous, it 1s a great taulr, and contrare 
not only to Scripture Rules, but alloro the Ats and Conlti- 
tutions of this Church, aid there is acceſs to preſent delation, 
let there be delaticn of the guilt, and due proof, and they will 
be cenſured, for we profeſs we know none ſuch. 

As for your complaints of receiving in Curates, and want of 
Zeal in caſting them our that are ailumed, and not Excommu- 
nicating the Prelates. Az/w. We are on the one hand acculed of 
roo much ſeverity,and by you,for want of Zeal, as alſo by ochers 


for not cenſuring of you for your S/1/m and Separation, but we 
wiſh 
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wiſh you would ſtudy due diſcretion and knowledge with your 
Zeal, and that your Zeal may be univerſal againſt all Evil, 
and that you would underſtand and conſider, that when Evils 
have been epidemick, either in detettion or in diviſion or dif- 
order, the Apoſtolical Rules commend, and the praGtice of 
this Church alwayes allowed, Prudence and tenderneſs to be 
uſed, 2 Cor, 10.6. Chap. 12. v. 20, 21. Chap. 13.%. 10. Jude 
7.22, 23. But {uppole ye had rm to be diſpleaſed with, 
and greived for theſe, are theſe ſufficient grounds of Separation 
from Communion in publick Worſhip ? Will you conſider the 
ſtate of the Church of the Old Teſtament in diverle times, and 
in our Saviour's Dayes, conlider the [tate of the Churches of Co- 
rinth,Gallatia, Philadelphia and Epheſus, T hyatira,Sarais and Laodi- 
cea, were there not greater dete&ts in them than youcan alledge 
among, us, there were faults in Officers and People, decay of 
Zeal, neglect of Diſcipline, Tollerating Scandalous and Erro- 
neons Perſons, and yet no Warrand, no Command, nor allow- 
ance for Separation from them. See Mr. Samuel Rutherford's 
peaceable Plea, Chap. 11, page 160. 

The fame Anſwer may {erve tor the complaint of promiſe 
cous Communions,which 15 not allowed in this Church. Nor do 
theaccuſers know what care Miniſters uſe in trying Perſons, 
their Knowledge and Converſation ere they admit them: but 
though it were ſo, doth this Pollute the Ordinance to you, or 
warrand you to Separat from it, farlefs from Hearing and Pray- 
er? Look to it perhaps you may find your negle& of your Duty 
to ſuch, and acculing, others, polluteth you more; but come 
and help Us, We will do what Wecanto help any dete& that 
may be1s in this. 

We hind yon complain of it as a Greivance,that Miniſters 
are not Faithtulin reproving, the Sins of the Land, and that 
in Faſts rhey paſs over in lilence many grofs Abominations. 
Arſ. Such general Accuſations lute not Golpel Charity, how 


can you 10 accuic Minitters when you hear none of them, it is 
well 
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Well known there hath been very particular Enumeration of 
the Sins of the Land former and preſent, even by Church 
Judicatories in Printed cauſes of Faſts, and though each pars 
ticular be not mentioned, they are comprehended under the heads 
mentioned, and it is the work of Miniſters in their particular 
Congregations, to be yet more particular,as it may be moſt Edi« 
tying and as their Peoples caſe requireth; and can you fay that 
they have all been untfairhful in this, their own Conſciencesand 
their Hearers can teſtifie againſt you if you ſhould fay it, and if 
you do not accule them, why retuſe you to hear ſuch and Se- 
parat from all? 

But the Inſtances you cheifly inſiſt on are hearing the. Cu 
rats, the accepting Indulgence and the Toleration,that theſe are 
either juſtified or not conteſſed and condemned. AnJ. Anent 
theſe We would fay theſe things, (1) it is undenyable that there 
were ditterent ſentiments and prattices anent theſe things, 
among them that were Reputed, Learned, and Pious, and had 
ſuffered tor their cleaving to the Governmentot this Church. 
(2) This is not the controverſy of Our day, there is no 
matter nor occalion of debate anent them now, nor any praftice 
anent them that may be an offence to any, Miniſters are no 
where now {ctled by Indulgence or Toleration. ( 3 ) When 
Pious and Peaceable Divines Treat of the Peace and Unity of the 
Chureh,they do adviſe to forbear the reviving the debates of for- 
mer times among the Godly,or engaging to declare Mens ſenti- 
ments anent them, as being contrare to the Peace and Edifi- 
cation ofthe Church , when preſent duty isnot concerned there- 
in, when it is not about a Fundamental Truth or neceilary 
Duty, and the torbearance doth neither marre any Duty that 
the Church in general is concerned in, nor endanger the Sal- 
vation of Souls,through the want of clearneſs therein, nor inferre 
fuch inconveniences to the hurt of the Church, as ſuch uns 
keaſonable awakning and keeping up of ditterences and Di- 
viſions may baye with it, | 
We' 
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We are ſuſpicious, there are three DoArinal miſtakes and 
errors, which occaſion your diviſion: One is, that you think 
becauſea thing is duty, itis to be done at all Scaſons, and you 
conſider notthat a thing may be good on the Matter, which 
yet is not to be done at all times. Another is, As if you could 
not manraine Vaon and Communion, with any that ditfer trom 
you in any thing, and cometh not up to your mind 1a all thigs, 
And the ( 3) Is,that where you app:chend perſons guilty of 
Sins, you cannot have Communion with them, unleſs . cos ex 
plicitly and publickly confeſs and forſake the ſame; all which are 
great miſtakes,and of dangerous conſequence, and would make 
Union impoſſible on Earth, in this imperte& ſtate of the Church. 
whereas Jaaicious Caſuiits do recommend it, that they who 
would attaine V»ity and Peace where Diviſions are, ſhould for- 
bear one another in Love, and as the Apoſtle diretteth wherein 
they arc agreed walk by the ſame rule, and they tell Us that 
they who have the Truth on their fide, may be the Sinful 
cauſc of Diviſion, when they roo peremptorily preſs their light 
on others, in things not Fundamental or necellary, contrare 
to Roms. 14. 22. {ce Durham on Scandal exc. p. 286 and P. 358, 
He preſſeth this mutual forbearance in things controverted,'- - - 
and that ſeing the great ſcope of briaging furth any Truth, is the 
Edification of the Church, ---- theretore where the Eringing 
furththereot doth deſtroy more then edity it isto be forborn, 
and that itis ot enough that the rhing Preached tor, is-Truth, 
and the thing they condemn, is Errour, which he proveth trom 
1. Cor. 10. 22. and diverie reaſons. And that it is not incon= 
fiftent with a Miniſters fidelity, in revealing the whole Countel 
of God, for that is all that was neceſſary and profitable for them, 
Atts. 20. 20. For no Miniſter can bring turth every I ruth, 
at all rimes,yea,may be, ſome may dic,and not Preach all Truth 
all their lite. 

Aud the ſame Pious Mr. Durham part 4. Ch. 1. 12. fp. 363. 
cautioneth againlt objeQting, to one anocher by palt _— 
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and miſcariages, and p. 365. tells how the Orthodox in the 


Ancient Church, wont to plead forbearance of awakning fuch 
conteſts ſee p. 367. when both had their failings in times of 
Temptation, they did confeſs to one another, and forgave one 
another, ſce alſo p 377. of forbearance in difterence of Judg- 
ment and PraQice, and p. 385. 386. and Chap. 15. Pp. 390. 
He faith, the thing being paſt ought not to be the occaſion of a 
preſentand following diviſion: And then propoſeth the ob- 
jeftion, by way of Geſtion How can there be VUn0,, till they 
whohave ated Corruptly Repent, as may be {aid by the one 
ſide, and till ( as may be laid by the other, ) thele who have 
divided unjuſtly from the Church, ſhould acknowledge their 
offence, to which he there A»/wers ( 1 ) What it neither party 
ſhall ever be brought to Repent, or acknowledge an off-nce, 
ſhall the Church in ſuch a cale never attain to Union, ---- Re- 
pentance implyeth Convittion, how hard isthat, how hard to 
get Men of one Judgement, and mult Uno» be impoſſible till 
then? (2) He ſheweth if this had been the mind of the 
Church, and Servants of Chriſt, there had never been publick 
Eccleſiaſtical Peace, nor privat Chriſtian Peace. 

Dear Brethren conſider of theſe things, and that What ever of 
Right or Wrong there be in thele things, yet rhey can be no juſt 
ground of Separation, tor be{idethat many Miniſters are not 
chargable with theie, and yet you Separat from them; Your 
preſent Duty 1s not concerned in thele, far lets is their privat 
Opinion anent thele, or the forbearing to vent it, or not con- 
demn them, ſufficient ground of Separation, will you Separat 
from all that are not of your Judgment, and will not now con. 
demn and Preach againſt theſe oid things? . Shew your war. 
rand for this. will you Separat from all that are no: of your 
Judgment in every thing, and will not condemn and confeſg 
every thing that youthunk wrong? Thus you may Separat 
from all the Churches and Miniſtcrs on Earth. where is this 
made a condition of Communzon in Scripture ? ſhould nor We 
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receive one another as Chriſt received Us. Rom. 1<. But if He 
did not receive Us till we acknowledged all Our particular Sins, 
We ſhould never been receive:!: For who can underſtand his 
Errours. Charity obleigeth Us to beleive that every Godly Man 
confeſſeth and mourneth over all known Sins explicitly, and 
for all his Sinsimplicitly,and his not conteſſing,ſheweth the want 
of Conviction, and that he is not of your Judgement, which 
may be his fault, but your Communicating with him in Wor- 
ſhip, doth not make you partaker of his Sins or ofany guilt, 
being neirher required to juſtifhe what you think wrong 
or not to condemn, or teſtife againſt it, bur allowed to de» 
clare and proteſt again{t what you judged wrong in theſe, tho 
perhaps it might beas Edifying, to forebear it. 

But We find among your Grievances two yet more heavy 
Accuſations, the one 1s, that ther's Corruption in the Conſtr- 
tion as it is now Eitabliſhed, being underthe Bondage of an 
Eraftian Yoke {ubmitted ro. Bur We deny the charge, as a 
falfe Accuſation; do you know what Eraſtianis'm is? It islike 
few of you do. But do you not confider how Sinful and highly 
uncharitable it is ro Accule, Judge, and Cenfure, the Godly 
Minſters of this Church, who formerly wreſtled againſt Pre- 
lacy and Eraſtianis'm, as io contradictory to themſelves, and 
Treacherous to their Ma » as to betray his Intereſts, and the 
Churches priviledgesto an” Eraſtian Yoke. | 

But what are the Inſtances brought to prove ſo Grievous an 
Acculation, the firſt is,that General Aſſemblies are called, Indi 
Acd and Adjourned by the Civil Authority, Av/. We know 
no Reformed Church do deny the Magiſtrats power to Indi& 
and call Synods and Councils. Were not rhe General Councils 
ſo called? And the Church of Sco:/andin the Allembly 1638. Se, 
26. December 20th.hath acknowledged it, and ifit ſhall pleaſe 
the King to IndiCt a General Aſlembly, ordaineth, all Presby- 
tries, Univerſities and Burghs to ſend their Commiſſoners tor 
keeping the time and place which {hall be appointed by His =_> 
jeſties 
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jeſties Proclamation, and in their Suplication to the King, they 
acknowledge they were conveened by His Maieſties ſpecial 
Indition : Ard the liohr of Nature may teach Us, he who cal- 
leth together, may dl! '\miſs when their work is done: but this 
muſt not be privative of, nor prejudicial to the Churches Power: 
We do Beleive and, Avouch that the Church hath from the 1 ord 
Tefus Chriſt, Power and Authority tro meet in Synods and 
Councils, about Eccleſiaſtick matters relating toPofArineand 
Diſcipline, and this Power is Intr inlick ro the C ure] 1, and as no 
Man can take it from Her, fo neither {ſhould they hinder Her 
in the Exercile thereot: And if the Magiſtrat ſhould forbid 
Her mcetings, or diſſolve them ere their Aﬀairs be ended, Hes 
dorh wrong the Church, and it ſhould be humbly repreſented 
to Him, and the Churches Right be Avouched; and if the 
Churches need require, the C hurch m ay not only without the 
Mav:\|trares call, m cer, but tic, wh en prohibited, bur this ſhould 
not be without great neceſſity, nor ſhould it be when the Church 
is like to have greater prejudice by it, then advantage. For in 
reference ro Arhrmative precepts, Chrittian prudence ſhould 
onder and chuſe the ſeaſon and circumſtances, which conduce 
moſt tor the Glory of God and Good of the Chun ch, and mpru- 
dent raſhnes and indiſcretion,rchou! 211 under the Name of Zealin 
unſeaſonable doing what 15 Duty on the matter, may do and 

hath done much hurt tothe Church. 
2ly, Thcreis belides this another Accuſation againſt our AL 
{mblies, as prelimited, both as ro Members and-martter and all 
ehis ſubmitted to, without a Teſtimony againſt it. Azſw. 
Theſeare fintul and groundlets Accuſations; We are aſhamed 
on your account, to expole the Grounds on w hich you found 
them: Why? Onetime, one Miniſter perhaps, through his 
own fears, withdraws from Publick M cetings ot the 4 ents 
bly, but was by no order Excluded, 1sthis prel:mination as to 
Members? And again it salledged, 'TheParl:ament fet down 
Terms of receiving Ep:/copal Min ters; But aid they by them. 
ſelves, give them a {bare of the Government ? No, But th ey 
G& 2 lup. 
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ſupplicat the King, tocallan Aſſembly, to receive them; Or 
did they enjoine the Aſſembly ro receive ſuch? and did they 
not except from favour, theſe who were inſufficient, Scanda- 
lous in their Life, Erroneous, or Supinely Negligent, which 
are all the grounds the Scripture gives, for debarring and de- 
poling any from the Miniſtry ; And when the General Aﬀſem- 
bly met, did they not freely conſult and derermine by Votes, 
the Terms of aſluming into Miniſterial Communion , Where 
then is their Prelimitation ? But grant there wereencroachments 
on the Churches Right, and no Teltimony againſt it; that is a 
weakneſs, and want of courage, bur it is no juſt ground of Se- 
paration from Worſhip in a true Church. . 

There is yet another thing we find you ſtumble at, And that 
is, Miniſters taking the Va) of Allzgiance and Aſſurance, and 
We find, that Mr. John Hepburn did carry irſo high, that in an 
open Congregation, he did {intully, and uncharitably accuſe 
the Miniſters of rhis Church, As by that Oath, taking the 
Crown off Chri/i's Head, and putting it ona Mortal Mans, and 
as putting the Capſtone on the Detection, 

Anſwer. Weare greived on your account, tofind you ſtum- 
bling at this, and to hear and fee the Godly greived, and 
Enemies both of Church and State glad, and rejoiceing, and 
ſome hardened in their falle Accuſations of Presbyrer:ans, as 
Enemies to all Government; It might been expefted, that 
our King, having been a Bleſſed Injirument in GOD'S Hand, 
to work {o greai deliverance for you and us, He ſhould had 
more reſpect trom you: Do you not think him your Lawtul 
King ? Ita King be obliged to Swear, to rule and defend the 
People with Righteouinels, are not the People bound to Swear 
Allegiance to Him ? and are not Miniſters Subjeftts? We 
hope, you will not join wich Papits in Exeeming Miniſters 
from Subjetion to the: Civil Magiſtrate; Read Kom. 13. 1. 
And may He not require of them to Swear Allegiance to Him, 
as well as He doth it trom other Subjects: Is thereany thing in 
the 
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the Oath which is unlawful on the matter, Or doth it bind to 
obey any unlawful Command ? Here no Obligation to any 
new thing, but anew Obligation to a Duty Wee were for- 
merly bound to. 

Inſtance 1. But what neceſſity ſay you, was there to en- 
join _ it to Miniſters. An/w. What if there was but an ex- 
pediency and advantage in it, or who ſhall be Judge, either 
of the neceſſity, or Expediency ofit? The King and Parha- 
ment, or ſuch privat particular Men as you? May it not be 
aid, If all in Publick Office be obliged, why ſhould Miniſters 
be exeemed? And perhaps, there were ſomethings at that 
time, which made it to be judged necellar, being a time of 
War, and there was need of ſomething ro diſtinguiſh berwixt 
Friends and Enemies, it was in a caſe of competition betwixt 
two Kings, like that berween Josſb and Athalis, 2 Kyngs 
11. 4. Wherein [chujada impoſed an Oath of Allegiance, upon 
the Levites 4s well as others; "The like was done not long after 
the Reformation in Sco:/and in tlie competition berwixt King 
James the 6th. and his Mother Queen Mary: Miniſters were 
to Swear the Oath recognolcing the Kings Authority out of the 
Pulpit, under the pain ot deprivation, Act 46. Parl. 3. 
K.Ja. 6 anno 1572, and what it ſome that were none of our be {t 
Friends did ſuggelt, that it Presbyterians were tryed, they 
would not engage to Allegiance, and the King and Parliament 
thought fir rotry it, and Miniſters did judge ittheir duty ro 
confute this calumny. 

Inſt. 24. But ſay ſome, This is made a new and neceſſar 
qual:fication and condition of being a Mitiſter. Anſw. Loyal- 
ty and true Allegiance is a duty and neceſſar qualification 'of 
every Chriſtian Subject, and Miniſters ſhould be exemplar: we 
do not ay, that Swearing it is alwayes neceſſary, yet we donot 
deny, but the Magiſtrate may ſee cauſe ro make it a neceſſary 
condituon to all theſe whom he w1ll countenance, and protect 
1n the publick Exercile of the Miniſtry in his Dominions: and 
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this is all, that the Act of Parliament implyeth, and it is an 
2>ſurd and ignorant, but ſinful and ungodly charge, that this 
1s Miniſters changing, their holding of their Miniſtry, and it 
bewrayerh great unchar tableneſs, and impudent raſh neſs, {0 
to accuſe the whole Miniſtry of a National Church; Weown 
and avouch, we have and hold our Miniſtry of Teſus Chriſt, 
thongh by the mediarion and hands of Miniſters, who try and 
ordain,yet the free and peaceable publick Exercite of ir, Weowe 
under God, to Magiſtrates as nurſing Fathers to the Church, 
and they may have litle peave who loſs this, by retuſing a law- 
ful Oath, to a lawful Soveraign. 

Tafi. 34, But ſay you, this is appointed in Read of all other 
Oaths, and ſo excludeth the Oath of the Covenant, Anſwv, Te 
Is a grief of heart to hear ſuchthings alledged, We are. conh- 
dent the Covenant was not in the mind of theſe who made that 
Att, when they made it, nor can the words bear any ſuch 
ſenſe, bur that this ſhould be in ſtead of other Oat! ' of Alledg- 
ance, and Supremacy, or which wereimpoled uncer the late 
Government which ſhould commend It; andis it not a pitiful 
and ſhameful thing then that it ſhould be ſtumbled at? 

Inft. 4th. It ſeemeth contrare to the Aft ot the Aſſem. 1648. 
Jwly 28. Seſſ. 18. Dilcharging all Oaths in the common caule, 
without conſent of the Church. 4: a/ww, 'T hat Act dorh no waycs 
relate to this caſe, for that AR reſpedts new Oaths about Kelt- 

10n or Reformation, or for approving ſome Adminiſtrations 
in the State, w hichthe Church did not approve, and el} vecially 
(as 15 there expreſſed) Negarive Oaths and Bonds, which may 
any wayes limit or reſtrain Men in the Duties, tro which 
they were obliged by Covenant. ' his Oath is not at all of this 
nature, buronly reipeding Civil Allegrance tothe King,which 
doth neither oblige to allow any thing unlawtul, nor can any 
way limit or reſtrain us in or from any d arty. 

And now Dear Brethren, Conſider impartally, and without 
prejudice what 1s taid, and the Lord give you underſtanding 
in 
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in.all things, Retire alone, and conſider before the LOR D, 
the Sin and Evil, the Scandal, the Hurt and Danger, that is 
in and by Diviſion. Drunkennefs and Whoredom are not more 
clearly, nor more frequently forbidden in the Holy Scripture. 
Diviſion is contary to the very deſign of Je/us Chri/t, the great 
Reconciler, John 11. 52. Eph.1. 16, contrary to the deſign of 
the Spirit of Grate, and contrary to the deſign of all the Ordi- 
nancts and means of Grace, which is to procure and and main- 
tain the Unity of the Church, 1 Cor. 10. 19. Eph. 4.13, 14,15. 
16. And as there 1s much Sin in Diviſion, there is much Sin 
and Woe, and Scandal, and hurt by it, it hindersthe ſucceſs of 
the Goſpel, and work of Reformarion, it hinders the Conver- 
ſion of the Infidel and Ungodly World, it opens a door both to 
Errour and Vice, It grieveth the ſtrong, It tumbleth the 
Weak, It tempts ſore to turn Papiſfs, and ſome to turn 
Atheiſts, It taketh oft trom the ſweetneſs of Religion, and turns 
tro Wrangling, and occaſioneth a great decay of the life and 
power of Religion and Godlineſs; Though ye ſhould ſeem to 
grow in Knowledge and Zeal for truth, while Diviſion maketh 
you languiſh in the Vitals of Religion, Peace and Love, your 
Zeal, though it were to the loling of your Lives will avail 
you nothing, 1 Cor. 13.2, 3. Jam.3.14. Diviſion is the defor« 
mity, yea it tends to the deſtruction of the Church, Mazth. 12. 
25. and tocarry on Reformation by dividing the Godly, is to 
tear the Body 1n peices under a pretence of cure. 

On the other hand, remember and conſider what obligation 
lyeth on you, to endeavour the Unrry of the Spirit in the bond 
of Peace, this 1s our Luty and Intereſt, it is pleaſing to God, 
and profitable tous, it is tor the Honour and Glory of God and 
good of Men: the Succeſſe of the Goſpel, the Converſion of 
Infidels and the Ungodly depends much on it John. 17. 21. 
It isthe Lite and Strength,the Beauty and Glory ot the Church, 
P/al. 133. Itis tor the Edification, Growth, Joy, and Confort 
of particular Belivers, 1/4. 35.10. Ads 2. 46. and Ch. g. to 
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Thiswould make vs like Chriſt, who walked by Uniting Prin- 
ciples, preſt Uniting Duties, commended Uniting Graces) 
Love, Humility, Meekneſs, forbearing and forgiving one 
another &c. This would make the Church on Farth, like the 
Church in Heaven, where Saints live in perfe&t Love with 
Joyful Praiſe to their Creatour and Redeemer: O Sir's if there 
could be ſhame in Heaven, would ypu not be aſhamed to ſee 
them welcomed by the God of Peace, and Lo'd of Love in 
Heavens Glory, whom you reviled and refuſed Communion 
with cauſ:leſly on Earth. 

We beſeech you theretorc follow Peace, ceaſe from all divi- 
ſive courſes, return tothe Vnion and Communion of the Church 
ſeing you may,( it you conſider what is ſaid )do this without Sin: 
and in order to briag you to the way of Truth and Peace, ſtu. 
die humility and Brotherly Love, and think ſoberly of your 
ſelves, Phil. 2. 3. Rom. 12. 3. 10. Beware of Judging, and 
Cenſuring, and Slighting, and Speaking evill of others, Jer 
3. I. 14. 16, and Ch. 4. 11. 12. And though they differ 
trom you in ſome things, let not that break of - your-Brotherly 
Love, but notice and obſerve what Grace und Good there js in 
them, more then their defeAts, and commend what is good, 
as well as condemn what is evil, Labour to abound in theſe 
Uniting Graces mentioned, Col. 3 11. 12. 13. and labour 
for a proportionable Growth in Grace,and beware of Zeal with 
out knowledge and ſpend not moſt of your Zeal about leſſer 
things; ſtudy Univerial Holineſs, and in particular the Duties 
of your particular Callings and Relations, be not Idle nor 
Bulic in others matters, and keep within your own line and 
Calling, 1; Cor. 7. 20. 24. The teet mult nor uſurp rhe Office of 
the eye,1.Cor. 12, 8.9. 11. v.15.16.17. 19,28. 29. Take heed 
how you let your Zeal loole againſt the Miniſters ofthe Church 
leſt you bring their Perfons and Offices into contempr,. leſt by 
diſgracing them, you weaken their Intereſt in the People, and 
hinder their doing good, this is to do the Divels work, if ou 
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be offended at any thing, in their Perſons or Miniſtration, will 
you come tothem and conferre with them thereanent,that they 
may be Reformed iffaulty, or you Informed if miſtaken, ſtand 
not atdiſtance,but entertain frequent and friendly converſe with 
them, and have fellowſhip in theſe Duryes, wherein you are 
agreed, Phil. 3. 15. Would Chriftians meet rogether with 
their Paſtors, ' a2 ihe to poure out their hearts in Prayer to 
God together for their jofnr concerns, and ro Communicat 
Spiricual Gifes, it might tend to remove uncharitable jealoulies, 
and endear their hearts one to another. It is impoſlible for Chri- 
ſtians to come to an Union in things wherein they differ, un- 
till they come to a Communion in things wherein they agree ; 
And to conclude, get more eſteem of Gods Publick worſhip and 
Ordinances, and of the good to be received by them, get more 
Love to God and his People and Ordinances, and your own 
Souls, and you will have more deſire to approach to God, and 
to have Communion with His Church and People, and to hear 
with delight thern that bring glad Tydings of good things, and 
of feeding beſide th epher $ Teats. Return,Return (ear Bre- 
thren in Love and Feacc, to the Union and Communion of the 
Church in uncontroverted Dutys, which involve you in no (in; 
if any thing offend you exoner your felves by your Te{timony 
in Gods order and way, but neglet not your Duty, and 
wrong not your own Souls : It you will not hearken, our Souls 
ſhall mourn for you in ſecret places, and you will give your 
Paſtors cauſe tocomplajn of you ro. God, and you may provock 
Him to Teſtify His diſpleaſure againſt you, and the Church had 
it Her Duty to uſe the Rod againft the obſtinat, bur We ſhall 
Tay, and wait for berter things from you. 

Having thus given this Loving Admonition and advice to 
theſe who Separat trom the Commumon of this Church; We 
would with all ſeriouneſs direft a few words to our Reverend 
Prethrey of the Miniltry: Let us labour to be duly affeAed with 
theſe divifions, with che finand ſcandal and hurt of them, and 
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with the anger ofthe Lord manifeſted therein, let us lament 
and-mourn over them, and earneſtly Pray for that which is 
—_—_— Zyph. 3. 9. that the Lords People may Worſhip 
im with one conſent: And ſpare no pains, and negle@ no law- 
ful means to make up the Breach, and pity and pray for them 
who Separat, and though by their cenſoriouſnets and diviſive 

courſes, they weaken your hands and griee your hearts, and 
tempt you lore, give not way to bitter Zeal with proud wrath 
or loan reviling of perſons, but with Prudence and Pati- 
ence, Love, and Meekneſs, Labour it poſſible to recover them, 
according to the Apoſtolical direQtion, 2. Tim. 2. 24. We 
would not have you to ſooth or flatter them, or to eſcap their 
cenſure, or to gain their favour to connive at, far leſs 
com, ly with tbem in their miſguided Zeal, but in Love, 
yet with Gravity and Authority Reprove and endeavour 
to convince of the Sin and Scandal of their diviſive praftices,and 
to allure them-to Love and Peace; And we beſeech you be 
very cautious and careful alwayes, and inall things, of giving 
Offence, that the Miniſtry be not blamgd, bur in all thingsap- 
prove your ſelves as the Miniſters of God, 2 Cor. 6. 3, 4. Chap. 
. 2, Commend your ſelves to their and all other Mens Con- 
ciences in the Lord, take heed to your ſelves, and to your Do- 
Arine. 1 7. 4. 16. Labour to be enſamples of the Flock 
in Word and Converſation,in Charity and Spirit, in Faith and 
Purity, ver/. 12. Study to behave in your private walk, and in 
your Miniſterial behaviour, ſo that you may praftically con- 
fure what they object, who are contrary minded, 77. 2. 7, 
8. Study "nr in 6 and Piery, Selt-denyal, Humility, Meck. 
neſs, Patience and Lov<,Contempt of the World, and Heaven- 
ly Mindedueſs : Begrave in your Apparel, Edifying in your 
Communication and Converie, be taithtul and diligent Watch. 
men, and watch over Souls,as thoſe who muſt givean account, 
Be conicientious in Viſiting and Catechiſing, Preach the Word 
diligently, ferioully, and plainly, Study to ſhew your ſelves 
approy. 
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approved of God, Workmen that need not be aſhamed, right: 
ly dividing the Word of God, 2 Tim. 2. 15. Be Zealous aud 
Faithful Reprovers of Sin, both publickly and pou as may 
be moſt editying, be not through cowardice arfaid of Man, nor 
by imprudence and indiſcretion under the name of Zeal marre 
Edification, Be vigorous and impartial, yet prudent,jn the Exer- 
ciſe of Diſcipline, and keep back from the Lord's Supper, the 
Ignorant and Scandalous: Be ſpecially careful ro admit none to 
Office in the Church as Miniſter, Elder or Deacon, but ſuch as 
after due Tryal, ſhall be found blameleſs and well qualited, 
and be zealous to purge out the Inſufficient and Scandalous, 
Dear Brethren, Let us ſtudy to grow in the Love of God, and 
of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord and Maſter, and in Love to the Souls 
of People, and in Love to the Work committed to us for the 
Salvation of Souls, Let us keep clols to his direftions, and abide 
in his work and way, depending on Him for Furniture, And 
hoping for the Crown promiſed to the Faithlul, John 21. 15, 
16, 17. 21m. 4.22. 1Pet.s5. 2,73, 4 

We ſhut upall witythe words of the Apoſtle to botly Minis 
ſters and People, Philip. 2.. begin, If there be any conſo/ation i 
Chriſt, if any comfort of Love, If any fellonſbip of the Spirit, If 
any Bowels and Mercies, fulfil ye 0ur Joy, and be like Minded, having 
the ſame Love, being of one Accord, of one Mind, 2 Cor. 13.11. 

Finally Brethren, Farewel: Be Perfect, be of good Com- 


| fort, be of one Mind. Live in Peace, and the GOD of 


Love and Peace ſhall be with you. Extiradted by 


Jo. Moncreif Cls, Com. - 
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